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II. In the Claims (Marked Version) 

Please cancel Claim 2 without prejudice or disclaimer. Such cancellation is not 
being made in response to any prior art. Nor are Applicants relinquishing scope because 
of prior art. 

Please add the following Claims: 

.2 The implantation device of Claim 1 wherein the profile of the hollow needle (2) is 



part (4) and the needle (2), the periphery of the plunger (5) defining a channel (6) in the 
elongated part (4), and a chamber (7) capable of holding an implant (8) upon preloading, 
characterized in that the chamber (7) is positioned radially outside the channel (6) and has 
a directly or indirectly open connection to the channel (6), the plunger (5) being capable 
of closing off and opening up the chamber (7) by being displaced. 

lO. A preloadable implantation device (1) comprising a hollow needle (2) and a body 
(3) adjoining the needle, the body (3) comprising an elongated part (4) extending along 
the same axis as the needle (2), a plunger (5) that can be displaced within the elongated 
part (4) and the needle (2), the periphery of the plunger (5) defining a channel (6) in the 
elongated part (4), and a chamber (7) capable of containing an implant (8), characterized 
in that the chamber (7) is positioned radially outside the channel (6) and has a directly or 
indirectly open connection to the channel (6), the plunger (5) being capable of closing off 
and opening up the chamber (7) by being displaced. 
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II. In the Claims (Marked Version) 

Please cancel Claim 2 without prejudice or disclaimer. Such cancellation is not 
being made in response to any prior art. Nor are Applicants relinquishing scope because 
of prior art. 



Please add the following Claims: 



7. THe implantation device of Claim 1 wherein the profile of the hollow needle (2) is 
chamfered.) 

8. The ikiplantation device of Claim 7 wherein the profile of the plunger (5) is 
chamfered, whereby the profile of the needle (2) and the plunger (5) coincide. 

9. A preloadable implantation device (1) comprising a hollow needle (2) and a body 
(3) adjoining the needle, the body (3) comprising an elongated part (4) extending along 

the same axis as the needle (2), a plunger (5) that can be displaced within the elongated 

\ 

part (4) and the needle (2), the periphery of the plunger (5) defining a channel (6) in the 
elongated part (4), and\a chamber (7) capable of holding an implant (8) upon preloading, 
characterized in that the\chamber (7) is positioned radially outside the channel (6) and has 
a directly or indirectly open connection to the channel (6), the plunger (5) being capable 
of closing off and opening up the chamber (7) by being displaced. 

10. A preloadable implantation device (1) comprising a hollow needle (2) and a body 
(3) adjoining the needle, the body (3) comprising an elongated part (4) extending along 
the same axis as the needle (2), a plunger (5) that can be displaced within the elongated 
part (4) and the needle (2), the periphery of the plunger (5) defining a channel (6) in the 
elongated part (4), and a chamber (7) capable of containing an implant (8), characterized 
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in that tjhe chamber (7) is positioned radially outside the channel (6) and has a directly or 
indirectly open connection to the channel (6), the plunger (5) being capable of closing off 
and openmg up the chamber (7) by being displaced. 



Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Amended) A[n] preloadable implantation device (1) comprising a hollow 
needle (2) and a body (3) adjoining the needle, the body (3) comprising an elongated part 
(4) extending along the same axis as the needle (2), a plunger (5) that can be displaced 
within the elongated part (4) and the needle (2), the periphery of the plunger (5) defining 
a channel (6) in the elongated part (4), and a chamber (7) capable of holding an implant 
(8), characterized in that the chamber (7) is positioned radially outside the channel (6) 
and has a directly or indirectly open connection to the channel (6) and is closed from the 
outside after preloading, the plunger (5) being capable of closing off and opening up the 
chamber (7) by being displaced. 

3. (Twice Amended) The implantation device of fclClaim 1, further comprising 
and implant (8) held in chamber (7). 

4. (Amended) [An implantation device according to] The implantation device of 
[c] Claim 3, wherein said implant is a hormonal implant. 

5. (Twice Amended) [An implantation device according to] The implantation 
device of fclClaim [2] 7, further comprising an implant (8) held in chamber (7). 

6. (Amended) [An implantation device according to] The implantation device of 
fclC laim 5, wherein said implant is a hormonal implant. 



USSN 09/544683 



[auiu ;u6aAea ^Pa) WV CVZC'-0% ZOJQZJBTS < COO tC6 > U1041 p3A|a33U 



'n. Remarks 

Claims 1 -6 stand rejected under 35 USC S 1 mru\ *o u • 

^ as being anticipated by U S Pat 

and ft. eh.nber capable of Mfc, an ^ ctaraetoize<J fc ^ ^ ^ 
P° S i,io„ed radial ou,side toe channe, and has . directly or Mi[Ktly ^ ^ 
*. —I. fte ptage, being capabie of Cosing offand ^ ^ ^ ^ by 

needle tip profile. 

APPU-aWresponded by amending Ciain, , ,o indicate ft. ft. c hamb e r of 
•.-b-^^taCUfc, , isciosed^^eo^^,,^ ^ ^ 
Pa«n, does no, disCose a device ft* is Cosed ,o fte o ut side. According,,, Applicants 

Claims to issue. 

Appiican^vefa^^^e,^^ , 0 New CUim , 
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for an impian, (8) „ f present ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

(3) »avin e - openin* ,„ ,he b<)ltom ^ wWch ^ ^ to ^ ^ ^ js ^ 
"ne with the ho„ow need,e (1 , ^ fc same diamete ^ 5 ^ ^ ^ 
•324 paten,). ^ cup shaped MvUy 0) ^ fc ^ ^ ^ _ ^ ^ ^ 

<-~ app.ica.ion, of Apphcan* invention, fr, Ioading m implallt „ raedicaw jn ^ 

(7, of to instant appiicata is speciGcaHy ciaimed as being capabie of ho , dlng _ 
imptant-Adennitionforhotain^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
submitted application ta 21 . 26 whercm „ state ^ ^ ^ ^ 
..e., he.d, can be displace int0 ae ^ on m ^ fc ^ (ha( ^ ^ ^ 

therein ^^^k,****,**.^. n.^,^^ 

does no, w te irapIant . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

oftheinstan-applicanon. There are disanc, differences. According Ap p, icants 
respectfully request allowance of Claim 9. 

NewClaim "^-orner^ 

that the implant is contained in the chamber. The '324 mt^t h 

cr. me patent does not disclose a device 

a device herein fc implant is se, in the chamber, bn, is no, c^. 

new Claim 10 is not anticipated by the '324 natent a™,i . 

y ne ^ patent. Applicants respectfully request 

allowance of Claim 10. 
Conclusion 



USSN 09/544683 



latuix JH6oAea 0^^a] WV C*:ZG:0» ZQJ6Z1B IB < coCfr *C6 > uiojj paApaa] 



Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the rejection in light of this 
response. Applicants have amended Claim 1 and added new Claims 9 and 10. The 
application is believed in a condition for allowance and Applicants respectfully request 
such action. Please call the below undersigned attorney for any assistance in securing 
allowance of this application. Please charge deposit account number 02-2334 for any 
required fees. 

Date: June 17, 2002 Sincerely, 



Akzo Nobel Patent Department 

Intervet, Inc. 

405 State Street 

P.O. Box 318 

Millsboro, DE 19966 

Tel: (302)933-4034 

Fax: (302) 934-4305 



USSN 09/544683 



L'<* SOS* *E6 eee=OT 50 SB 3ny 




